2 70             ^4 dinner at Mr. Beauclerk's,       [A.D. 1773,
'   (   ,                                    himself.    He thinks I shall cut him down, but I'll let him
.' ]      "                              hang/ (laughing  vociferously.)     SIR JOSHUA REYNOLDS.'
' Mr. Boswell thinks that the profession of a lawyer being
< -                                        unquestionably honourable, if he can show the profession
j •                                        of a player to be more honourable, he proves his argument.'
|                                               On Friday, April 30,1 dined with him at Mr. Beau clerk's,
5 *                                        where we're Lord Charlemont, Sir Joshua Reynolds, and
some more members of the LITERARY CLUB, whom he had obligingly invited to meet me, as I was this evening to
1  '                                 be balloted for as candidate for admission into that dis-
.                                       tinguished society.     Johnson had done me the honour to
1   f                                     propose mel, and Beauclerk was very zealous for me.
Goldsmith being mentioned; JOHNSON. ' It is amazing how little Goldsmith knows. He seldom comes where he is not more ignorant than any one else.' SIR JOSHUA REYNOLDS. ' Yet there is no man whose company is more liked.1 JOHNSON. 'To be sure, Sir. When people find a man of the most distinguished abilities as a writer, their inferiour
.   '                                     while he is with them, it must be highly gratifying to them.
What Goldsmith comically says of himself is very true,— he always gets the better when he argues alone; meaning,
f                                          that to save his life he must hang himself.    Sir Roger, he was prom-
'                                 ised, before the rope was well about his neck, would break in and cut
j                                          him down.
1 He wrote the following letter to Goldsmith, who filled the chair
*                                 that evening.    ' It is,' Mr. Forster says (Life of Goldsmith, ii. 367), 'the
only fragment of correspondence between Johnson and Goldsmith that has been preserved.'
,                                                                                                                       'April 23, 1773.
!                                             ' SIR,—I beg that you will excuse my absence to the Club ; I am
'*                                 going this evening to Oxford.
' I have another favour to beg.    It is that I may be considered as '                                           proposing Mr. Boswell for a candidate of our society, and that he
may be considered as regularly nominated. ,     '                                                                       'I am, sir,
I                                                                                 ' Your most humble servant,
-*'   '                                                                                                                ' SAM. JOHNSON.'
If Johnson went to Oxford his stay there was brief, as on April 27 Boswell found him at home.
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